
“When we embarked on the design of West
Ryde Public Library there were a number of
challenges we had to overcome. The key
objective was to host a quiet place where
people research and study without distracting
noise, to make the library as acoustically
efficient as possible. That meant we had to be
sure we chose the right materials,” said Cecilia
Kugler, CK Design International.  “By using
Ecophon® ceiling panels we were able to do it.”  

In addition, the client wanted the space to look
more like a bookshop or lounge rather than a
library and the design had to be sympathetic to
the large Chinese, Indian and Korean population
in the local community.

CK Design International used an acoustic
engineer to help them reduce unwanted
external noise. Then Ecophon® Focus E panels
were incorporated in a suspended ceiling to
provide effective sound absorption. The Focus
E product has NRC 0.8, creating a low
reverberation time for sound generated within
the room. A low reverberation time is critical for
rooms requiring speech privacy.

“In addition to its acoustic properties we

selected Ecophon® for it environmental qualities

and value for money,” said Cecilia Kugler.

Ecophon® is a superior acoustic performer and 

the clear choice for any internal environment

with excessive noise. The unique European

designed ceiling panels are manufactured with

an environmentally friendly process using

recycled glass.

Dennis Katic, from Extreme Commercial who

installed the ceiling on behalf of Quadric

Interiors (NSW) said, “The project included over

1,000m_ of Ecophon® panels. I have used

Ecophon® a number of times before. It is a high

performing product with good acoustic

properties. The finished ceiling is very effective

at reducing noise from within the library. The

client was very happy with the end result.”

Cecelia Kugler concluded, “The ceiling helps

give the space an upmarket feel. The finished

project looks really good and I understand there

has been a good response from the public.”

The installation took place in

November/December 2005 and the Library

opened to the public on 10 December.  

CSR Gyprock is the exclusive distributor of

Ecophon® wall and ceiling products in Australia.

For more information please contact 

CSR designLINK 1800 621 117.
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CSR Residential ExpressWall™ was
recently used to give a Kensington house 
a modern, clean look

Residential ExpressWall™ is becoming
increasingly popular in metropolitan areas.
The innovative new product has been used
to great effect to give a detached property
in Kensington, Victoria a contemporary feel.

When tasked with giving a $700,000
extension a modern look, Laurie Healy of
Healy’s Building looked to CSR Area
Manager, Steve White for his
recommendation.

Steve White takes up the story, “Residential
ExpressWall™ was the obvious choice for
the project. I presented the system to
Healy’s Building and it pretty much sold
itself.

“It is great to be able to go to a customer
and exceed their expectations with a good
product at a good price.”

The current market trends have increased
the demand of multiple façades and
composite constructions.  In response to
this trend, Residential ExpressWall™ has
been adapted from a commercial system to
meet the needs of the residential market,
providing a cost effective option for home
builders.

Laurie Healy said, “I had previously used
CSR Commercial ExpressWall™ but
thought it was too expensive for the
residential market.  Following the
presentation of Residential ExpressWall™ 
I knew that it would be perfect for the
project,”

Laurie continued, “The property owners
were very impressed with the look and
durability of the product and we found it
really easy to install.”

The residential project which used approx.
300 square metres of Residential
ExpressWall™ was completed in 
December 2005.
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Residential ExpressWall™
provides a modern finish to
extension

Cemintel ExpressWall™ gives the
Maritime Union of Australia office
a fresh look
The Maritime Union of Australia (MUA)
recently chose Cemintel Commercial
ExpressWall™ external façade system for
their office in West Melbourne.
ExpressWall™ was used as part of
extensive renovations of the branch office.

“The exterior of the building was looking a
little worse for wear.  The masonite
sheeting that covered two large areas of
the building was rotting in places and
following a storm some of it had come
away from the wall.  Following a meeting
with Steve White of CSR we chose
Cemintel Commercial ExpressWall™ for 
the North and South walls” said Kevin
Bracken, MUA – Victoria Secretary.

Steve White, Area Manager, CSR said,
“The building was in need of a facelift.  
On my recommendation the MUA chose
ExpressWall™ on two walls to give the
building a modern look, without changing
the aesthetics of the building. Cemintel

Commercial ExpressWall™ offers excellent
weather proofing so was perfect for the
MUA’s needs.”

Cemintel Commercial ExpressWall™ is a
complete compressed fibre cement sheet
façade system.  

It has been purposely engineered to
provide an effective solution to joint
movement and weather tightness. With 
an expressed joint appearance and the
versatility to meets the industry’s design
requirements, Cemintel ExpressWall™ is
engineered to meet the most demanding
applications.

Desmond Gough, Aussie Clad Solutions
was responsible for the installation.
Desmond explained, “I’ve used
ExpressWall™ many times before. It’s an
easy system to use with few purpose built
components and the finished job always
looks good.”



When Downer Engineering Power was
asked to design eleven electrical switch
rooms for Alcan Alumina refinery early last
year it was not your average job. Downer
Engineering Power formed an alliance with
Custom Transportable Buildings to
address Alcan Alumina’s strict guidelines.
Firstly the buildings had to have the
highest capabilities to minimise the
chance and impact of fire. Secondly,
because the buildings had to be
transported by sea to Gove in the Gulf of
Carpentaria, they needed to withstand the
corrosive effects of sea spray as well as
the onsite environment.

Gyprock Fyrchek™ was selected for the
walls as it was found to have the best
combination of properties to meet the
requirements of the buildings. Gyprock
Fyrchek™ can be used in wall and ceiling
systems where fire resistance is to be
achieved, has excellent acoustic
performance, and is available in a
moisture resistant version.  

The tender to manufacture the eleven
electrical switch rooms was awarded to
Downer Engineering Power and Custom
Transportable Buildings who began the
construction of the units on Kooragang
Island near Newcastle. Custom
Transportable Buildings’ site on the 
North arm of the Hunter River near
Newcastle was ideal to allow the
completed units to be transported 
by barge to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

In addition to Gyprock 16mm Fyrchek™
plasterboard, Custom Transportable
Buildings selected CSR Fibre Cement
24mm Compressed Sheet for the
structures’ floors and Gyprock Fire Mastic
for fire sealing.

Simon Griffiths, Managing Director,
Custom Transportable Buildings said, 
“We used CSR Gyprock and Fibre cement
products to construct the electrical switch
rooms because they fulfilled all of our
requirements, at the right price, from one
supplier. The largest units contain
1,500m_ of 24mm Compressed Sheet on
the floors, three layers of 16mm Fyrchek™
plasterboard on the walls totalling 4,600
m_, and all the units are sealed using 150
tubes of Fire Mastic.”

Once completed the structures are
transported onto barges to start their
journey up to Gove. The largest of the
structures is three stories high and
including all electrical components weighs
in at approximately 900 tonnes.

Simon Griffiths added, “We were
particularly impressed by the quality of
technical information available from CSR
Gyprock and the exceptional level of
service but we were primarily sold on the
products..”

The first electrical switch room left
Kooragang Island on 13th July 2005.  
The last is expected to depart in early 
May 2006.

CSR Gyprock helps Alcan
Aluminium to build the largest
transportable buildings 
ever produced
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Considering the decibel levels of common noise sources such as normal
conversation or rainfall can be as high as 60dBA, it is not surprising that
the sound of a truck or an electric drill is an uncomfortable 90-95dBA.
Exposure to loud levels of noise for any period of time is not
recommended, but it can take as little as one and a half minutes exposed
to 110dBA for your hearing to be affected permanently. Exposure to
environmental noise has been linked to sleep deprivation, annoyance 
and health issues such as hypertension and heart disease.

The CSR Exterior SoundControl Systems reduce the penetration of noise
into homes by combining special acoustic building products in tailor
made packages. 
The products include:

• Gyprock Soundchek wall and ceilings;

• Bradford SoundScreen insulation and EnviroSeal roof sarking;

• Hebel powerpanel;

• Cemintel fibre cement sheeting;

• Monier and Wunderlich roof tiles;

• PGH bricks

• Trend windows;

• Raven door seals; and

• Hume doors. 

“The CSR Exterior SoundControl concept is great news for new home
builders, allowing them to achieve a good acoustic environment within
their home,” says Peter Knowland, Principal at PKA Acoustic Consulting.

“The CSR Exterior SoundControl systems address the most common
sources of noise intrusion that mar day-to-day living, providing easy, 
cost effective solutions to make everyone’s lifestyles that much more
enjoyable,” he continued.

There are six SoundControl Systems available to suit every home for a
range of exterior noise problems. By identifying the most relevant exterior
noise threat near your home, and in turn the decibel level of the noise,
the CSR team can advise which package is most suitable to achieve
either a 35 or 40 dB(A) outcome within  your home (please refer to
attached diagrams). These levels have been selected to create areas
suitable for comfortable living and foruninterrupted sleep in accordance
with Australian standards.

All systems have been meticulously modelled and assessed by PKA
Acoustic Consultants ensuring drastic noise reduction in the home.

For an information kit on CSR Exterior SoundControl Systems,
phone 1300 306 556 or visit www.gyprock.com.au 

Neighbourhood noise is an ever increasing problem especially for homes under flight paths and near
busy traffic thoroughfares. Not to mention barking dogs, car alarms and boisterous parties.  
With homeowners in mind, CSR has developed Exterior SoundControl Systems which dramatically
reduce noise inside the home, ensuring families enjoy peace and quiet at any time of the day or night.

Every home needs peace and quiet
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Ecophon Hygiene Performance ceiling panels have been used as part of a refurbishment of
the science labs at the University of New South Wales. Ecophon panels were used to
replace plaster tiles that had deteriorated significantly since their installation.

The product was chosen due to its clean room classification for laboratories and for its
ability to be high pressure cleaned without having an adverse effect.  Aside from the ease
with which Ecophon Hygiene Performance can be cleaned, it also has an excellent
acoustic rating of up to NRC 0.95.

“The University of New South Wales were extremely pleased with the refurbished ceilings”
said Gavin Bernardino, Architectural Manager, Cemintel™ Fibre 

Cement Systems, “Ecophon Hygiene Performance proved to be the perfect choice 
for the job”.

Ecophon Hygiene Performance ceiling tiles were selected for the project by architect
Budden Nangle Michael & Hudson and were installed by B&V Carpenters.

The unique European-designed ceiling panels are manufactured with an environmentally
friendly process using recycled glass.

The panels adapt to almost any design, creating an attractive interior with dramatic curves
and shapes all easily achieved. Ecophon is available in a range of sizes and edge details
for all projects that require good room acoustics.

UNSW selects Ecophon for 
refurbished labs
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CSR Bradford product, Anticon, was recently
installed in the construction of a Coles Myer
distribution centre. Spanning more than
80,000m2, the huge industrial shed is
located in the suburb of Eastern Creek in
Sydney.  

Anticon is a roofing blanket specifically
designed for use with metal roofs.
88,000m2 of LD 55mm Anticon 1200mm x
15m was specified for the project and it was
laid under the metal deck roofing of the
entire shed as well as some walls.

Anticon improves thermal insulation, reduces
outside noise (e.g. from aircraft or rain), is a
fire retardant, prevents condensation forming
under the roof, and reduces “metal creep” –
creaking noises which can occur when there
are sudden temperature changes.

Anticon was specified for this project
because of its product benefits but also
largely due to CSR Bradford’s improved
service capability.

Contractor to the project, Steve Wills from
Ideal Metal Roofing, said, “CSR Bradford
provided us with market competitive pricing
and a flexibility to work within our
contracting needs. The option to have rolled
to length product minimises wastage on 
the project.

“CSR Bradford’s service was top class and
their backup with the product warranties and
technical data made working with them a
pleasure.”

Anticon combines two forms of insulation
into a single product for maximum
performance. It consists of a glasswool
blanket – the world’s most popular insulation
– adhered to a reflective foil facing. The
reflective foil acts as a barrier, which reflects
up to 95 percent of radiant heat entering the
roof cavity and helps prevent condensation. 

CSR Bradford’s Anticon provides
secure roofing barrier for Coles
Myer shed
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This new product offering is a superior Hebel solution that has yet again raised the standard of
lightweight party walls for high-rise residential construction, while providing better value at lower
costs than competing systems. 

The product’s easy workability and light weight enables rapid, on-site assembly, requiring less
labour. When compared to full masonry, the PowerWall™ staggered panel provides opportunities
for significant savings in the cost of the structure by optimising the design of slab and columns and
by reducing the weight of the sub-structure.  It also allows a more simplified process because there
is less cutting (reducing wastage), little or no adhesive and no IBS rod required. 

Another key advantage of the PowerWall staggered panel is that the same system can be applied
to both party and corridor walls. As fewer products are used, this enables builders to significantly
streamline projects, saving time and costs.

Hebel’s staggered panel system is a preferred system due to its wide range of benefits including:

• the lightweight, yet solid wall (dual leaf system);

• no studs nor realignment prior to screwing board;

• no need to batten out for services; and 

• no fire or acoustic box on either side if electrical points are located directly on the panel. 

The staggered panel system consists of overlapped offset panels, which are fitted to top and
bottom tracks in a system that achieves an FRL of up to 180/180 (depending on the plasterboard
used) and exceeds lab performance of Rw + CTR of 50).

The staggered panel PowerWallTM  when used with CSR Gyprock® plasterboard for internal walls and
CSR Bradford SoundScreen Insulation provides smooth, strong and long-lasting walls delivering
excellent thermal and acoustic performance – key selling points to home buyers of 
high-rise multi-residential projects. 

Enjoy the staggering difference of the staggered panel PowerWall in your next high-rise 
multi-residential project. Contact CSR Hebel at 1300 369 448 for more information.

Hebel PowerWall™ staggered panel
– The difference is staggering!
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Data on disk … the new CD contains
all the key CSR Gyprock and 
Fibre Cement technical manuals
Updated manuals on CD

Sick of manuals cluttering your desk or taking
up large amounts of shelf space? The latest
technical literature from CSR Gyprock and Fibre
Cement is now available on CD.

A new compact disk is available containing
updated technical manuals for all Gyprock®,
Cemintel™ Fibre Cement and Ecophon®

systems.

The updated CD contains 31 technical
manuals, consisting of 16 plasterboard
manuals, 13 fibre cement manuals and 2
acoustic ceiling manuals. This is equivalent to
three ring binders, so offers considerable
savings in desk or shelf space.

For designers, the main plasterboard manuals
are the Red Book™ Fire & Acoustic Design
Guide, Gyprock SecurityWall™, and Party Wall
Intertennancy Systems. Key Fibre Cement
manuals include ExpressWall facades,

RendaLine™ Commercial (flush jointed
facades), Texture Base Sheet (now including
the Cemintel™ Texture Coating System) and
Compressed Sheet Decking Systems.

The CD also includes all the technical
information needed to install plasterboard and
fibre cement in all residential and commercial
applications.

Several of the manuals, including Shaft
Systems, Commercial ExpressWall™ Façade,
External Cladding and Eaves Lining, Texture
Base Sheet, Compressed Sheet and Decking
Systems have been updated from earlier
versions so you have the latest information at
your fingertips.

The manuals are in PDF format and come
complete with associated CAD drawing files
and web site links, to allow easy updates for
new editions.

designlink@csr.com.au Phone 1800 621 117 Fax 1800 069 904

Did you know that CSR is the name behind Australia’s leading building products? From Gyprock to Bradford 

insulation, Monier roof tiles to Hebel and more, you can be sure with CSR’s range of proven, time-tested products  

for both residential and commercial applications. After all, 150 years of experience goes into everything we make.  

For more information call 1800 028 327 or visit www.csr.com.au

BE SURE WITH

CSR is the leading 

manufacturer of 

lightweight masonry 

building products with 

excellent thermal, fire, 

acoustic ratings and 

unsurpassed speed and 

ease of construction. 

Australia’s leading brand 

of plasterboards, one of 

the most versatile building 

products in the world.

An innovative range of 

fibre cement building 

boards for use in a wide 

range of domestic and 

commercial applications. 

High quality energy efficient 

ventilation products that 

improve air circulation and  

regulate thermal conditions.

Stylish concrete and 

terracotta roof tiles that 

maintain their colour and 

quality, protecting homes 

for many years to come. 

A complete range of 

glasswool, rockwool and 

foil insulation materials 

for use in residential, 

commercial and industrial 

applications.

One of Australia’s 

leading manufacturers of 

long-lasting, beautiful all 

natural bricks and pavers.  

CSR has just launched an
advertising campaign that
encompasses its entire range
of buildings materials, CSR’s
”House of Brands”. The new
campaign represents the new
direction and focus of this
building materials leader, who
is taking a united approach to
offer not just products but
systems and solutions that
meet the needs of the building
market.

One such example is CSR
Exterior SoundControl Systems
– special acoustic building
products in tailor made
packages designed to reduce
the penetration of noise into
homes using products such 
as Gyprock Soundchek and
Bradford SoundScreen
insulation.

For more information visit
www.csr.com.au

CSR New Campaign, New Direction
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